Introduction to Forest Inventory Data Online, Basic Navigation
The objective of this exercise is to familiarize the user with how to navigate FIDO Custom table menus to create a report from a pre-made template.
Users may want to refer to the FIADB User’s Guide, which describes the Forest Inventory and Analysis Database structure and defines all the variables in the database.  The guide can be downloaded from links on the FIA Data Mart (the direct link to documentation is http://fia.fs.fed.us/library/database-documentation/FIADB_user_manual_v3-0_p2_7_10_08.pdf).  FIDO reports are created using the FIADB.
1) Start the FIDO application - click on Forest Inventory Data Online to go to the FIDO Welcome Page (http://199.128.173.26/fido/mastf/index.html):
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Forest Inventory Data Online (FIDO)

Welcome to FIDO Il!

FIDO gives you access to the National FIA (Forest Inventory and Analysis) databases. You now have the ability
to generate tables and maps of forest statistics through a web browser without having to understand the
underlying data structures.

With FIDO, you will be able to run any of the standard reports for a specific area of interest and survey year or,
if you are an advanced user, create completely customized reports based on whatever criteria you choose. As.

an advanced user, you can also save your work to your hard drive to load/rerun your custom FIDO I retrievals at a later
time.

Technical Assistance

Regional Contacts
If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact the support person for your region (from the list below):
© Interior West (AZ,CO,ID,MT,NM,NV,WY,UT)
Jim Menlove: 801-625-5426 (e-mail: jmenlove@fs.fed.us
o Pacific Northwest (AK,CA HI,OR WA)
Karen Waddell: 503-808-2045 (e-mail: kaddell@fs.fed.us
 Northern (CT,DE,IA, IL, [N, S, MA,MD, ME, I, MN,MO,ND,NE,NH,NJ,NY, 0, PA,RT,SD, VT WI,WV)
Chuck Barnett: 610-557-4031 (e-mail: cbarnett@fs.fed.us
« Southern (AL/AR,FL,GA/KY,LA,MS,NC,0K,5C,TN,TX,VA)
Carol Perry: 865-863-2087 (e-mail: cperry@fs.fed.us
IMPORTANT NOTE:
Read the release information below to see f there are any changes you should be aware of before choosing your report
generating tool.

Please enjoy - The FIDO Team!

System Configuration
In order to run FIDO Standard and Custom reports, you will need the following configuration:

Windows® Internet Explorer & or 7; Mozilla Firefox 2 o 3 (beta);
Javascript must be enabled in your browser;

High-speed (broadband) Internet connection;

512MB RAM system memory;

2.0+ GHz processor;

MSXML 4.0 or 6.0 (Internet Explorer only), and

Adobe SVG Viewer 3.0 (for mapping in Internet Explorer only).

Note: the application runs much better under Internet Explorer 7 and Firefox 3.

Browser Check.

Please click here for help on additional configuration settings necessary for FIDO to work properly on some browsers.

— Your browser has the required software plugins to run this application -





The home page provides a general overview of FIDO, and determines whether your computer has the appropriate software to run the application.  Check to make sure that the following message appears in the Browser Check window:
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a. If you get a message that your computer needs additional software, click on the link for instructions on installing software for FIDO.

b. Even though you may have the proper software, you may still need to adjust your browser settings.  In the Browser Check Box, click on click here to get help on browser settings.  Review the Help on Browser Settings.

c. Once you are finished with all the setup instructions, you are now ready to run the FIDO application.  Select Custom Retrievals in the left-hand side box to go to the Custom Retrieval Welcome page 
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2) Custom Retrieval Welcome Page

a. Review the list of the 8-steps process, beginning with Start New Retrieval.  Note that these buttons are not active on this page, but will be active once you start the Custom report application
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You may select as many as you wish.

Define the geographic region for your report by selecting
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b. Click on Go! to start the retrieval

[image: image5.png]Creating Custom Retrievals

Use this mode of the FIDO 11 application to create new
able to do everything from selecting your summary at
and the report layoutfiisplay. The next sections descr
of FIDO works.

If you want to begin your custom retrieval now, click t





3) Layout of the FIDO tool site.  Every page has 3 sections


a) The right hand column displays the various menus, or tasks used in building a custom report.  


b) The left hand column contains selections that are dependent on which menu is currently running.


c) The upper middle space is used to show the report output, provide information on the menus, and display maps for selecting the geographic area of your report.
The lower middle space contains the FIDO II Wizard, which displays a summary of the latest selections made.  By clicking on the Continue>> button, the Wizard leads the user to the next step required to create a report.  If you want to view more of the upper middle space, you can click on the box next to Hide Wizard to minimize the Wizard window.
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4) Start New Retrieval Page

a. The report template is the basic structure of the report and is the first step towards generating a report.  Note that the FIDO II Wizard states that, in order to continue, a report template must be selected.

b. Click on Area Reports to view the list of pre-made templates that use area for the report unit
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c. Select Table 1: area by county and condition status
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d. Review the Selected Template Information, which provides information on the report type, and other information pertaining to the layout of the report you have selected.  To continue, click on Use as Template
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Click "Use as template” below to begin using this report as your
template.
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v Geograpic Region: - Not selected -







5) FIDO then automatically takes you to the next step that it needs to complete the report process, Define Region of Interest.  Note that FIDO skipped over steps Set Summary Attribute, Design Report Layout, and Select Filter Options because these steps have already been taken care of in the pre-made Table 1 template.  Also note that the FIDO II Wizard now has report information 
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a. The Region of Interest refers to the county(s), state(s), or circular boundary on which your report is based.  Note that the Wizard states that this step must be completed in order to continue.

b. Selection can be made using the list on the left hand column or by using the map in the display window.  This demo will show you both options.

c. Check the box next to Display Map to view map of the US.
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d. Click on the navigation buttons on the left side of the map to adjust the view of the map.  The N, S, E, W buttons move the map left, right, up, or down.  Zoom in and out using either the numbered buttons, or the magnifying glass symbols.
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e. Use these keys to zoom in on Indiana
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f. Click on Indiana on the State/County listing on the left column of the screen to view the Indiana County list.
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g. What is displayed on the map?

h. Click on single counties in Indiana to highlight some of the counties.
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i. What happens to the Indiana county list on the left side of the screen? 

j. Click on the Indiana state border. - What is selected?

k. Click on the Indiana state border again.  What is selected now?

l. Click on the check box next to Indiana in State List to deselect (get rid of the check mark)
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m. Select Indiana again to highlight the whole state on the map.

n. Click Continue to go to the next step to Choose Survey Years.  Again, review the Wizard to see that Indiana is now the Area of Interest, and that Survey Years is still to be determined.
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6) Choose Survey Years - the survey year represents the set of plots that are used to make an estimate.  For the Annual Inventory, the survey year defines the last annual inventory year for the rolling-panel set of plots.  For Periodic Inventory, the survey year is the year that best represents when the set of plots were measured.  For example, Indiana survey year 2007 contains all the plots measured in the 5 Annual Inventory panels from 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, while survey year 2006 are the 5 Annual Inventory panels from 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002. 

Why, in this example, are there no years listed for Periodic Inventories for Indiana?  (This is an advanced question, and will be covered in later examples)

a. Click on the 2007 and 2006 surveys for Indiana.  This will produce 2 separate reports, with a 3rd table that compares totals.

b. Click on Continue, FIDO moves to the next step, Produce Report
7) Produce Report
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c. The Wizard now lists all the options that have been selected for the report.  Your report is listed in the left column. 
d. To produce your report, you need to click on the Submit button (once!).  The report list button revolves around until the report is ready for you to choose display options.

e. Display options appear in the left column.  The default format is Html Table.  For this introductory example, use the default,  and simply click on the display button
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f. The report appears in the center of the screen.
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g. To get a better view of the report, check the Maximize button in the upper right corner of the Report Display.
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h. There are 2 tables displayed in your report.  The first one is for the estimates for Indiana 2002-2006.  Scroll down to view the estimates for Indiana 2003-2006.  Note that the 2 reports for Indiana are summarized on the bottom.
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i. Note the different colors of the values in the table output.  These indicate the range of percent sampling errors.  Move your cursor over any estimate to view the percent sampling error.

8) Saving and Using Report Output - You can save a report in a variety of formats, including CSV and PDF (Note:  in this current version, the PDF output is a new release, and the bugs are still being worked out.  Therefore, be aware that PDF output does not work for all outputs).  The Html format report can be manually copied and then pasted into an MS Excel spreadsheet and saved in that format.


a. Save the report in Excel - Click on the Report Display window.  Select all the tables using CTRL-A (or you can select individual tables by holding the left mouse button and scrolling through the table) 
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b. Press CTRL C to copy your selection.


c. Open MS Excel, and press CTRL V to paste it into the spreadsheet.
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Congratulations!  You have just mastered all the basic navigational techniques you’ll need to create FIA reports.  Give yourself a pat on the back, but get ready for more comprehensive lessons on the inner workings of FIDO. . .
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