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FIDO Webinar Training – Exercise 2:  Advanced Navigation 

Created with FIDO version 1.5.1 – the screen shots may not match exactly with other versions.   
Red font indicates specific instructions for you to follow. 

The object of this exercise is to show some of FIDO’s more advanced features, including filters, circular 
retrievals, output in Google maps, and saved reports used in other FIDO sessions. 

1. If you do not have a session open already, start the FIDO application – From the FIA Data and 
tools page (http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/), click on the FIDO button (Forest Inventory 
Data Online) to go to the FIDO Welcome Page (http://apps.fs.fed.us/fido/). 
 
Click on Custom Retrievals, and then on the Begin Creating Custom Reports>> button to start 
the custom FIDO session. 

 

2. From the Retrieval Templates/Reports list, select tree volume report 14.5 – Net volume of live 
trees (at least5 inches d.b.h./d.r.c.), in cubic feet, by species group and diameter class.  Review 
the template information and click on Use as Template. 

http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/
http://apps.fs.fed.us/fido/
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3. FIDO skips over the Set Summary Attribute and Select Filter Options menus to the Define 
Region of Interest menu (because the summary attribute has already been selected in the pre-
made template, and filters are optional).   
To further refine the scope of the report, click on the Select Filter Options menu bar 

  

a. The Filter Options menu allows you to limit the report to a subset of data.  There are 2 
main categories of filters – Land (condition) attributes and Tree attributes.  Land filters 
allow filtering by overall conditions, such as forest type or stand-size.  Tree filters allow 
filtering by individual tree attributes, such as specific species or diameter ranges.  
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b.  View the list of filters available for Land attributes by clicking on the arrow next to Land 
(condition) attributes.  Expand the categories to see the list of options available. 
Filter the report to only include private ownership. 

 

c. Click on the Tree attributes category to view the tree filter options.  Note that some 
filters are already selected for the pre-made template. 

FYI – To select filters for specific species, drill down the list of Grouping of species into 4 major classes, 
click on the header to reveal the four major classes, and then click on the classes to get the full list of FIA 
tree species. 
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d. Click Continue >> to advance FIDO to the next step. 

4. The Region of Interest will be a circular area that you define on the Google Map display.   

a. Click on the Display Google map and Circular boundary boxes to view a map of the U.S.  
The circular boundary selector (the big orange teardrop) appears, and the center 
latitude and longitude are displayed.  Next to the Center (lat/lon) display boxes, enter 
“100” in the radius box, and select Draw.

 
b. The teardrop can be easily moved by selecting it and dragging it to your preferred 

location.  Drag the teardrop to an area WNW of Evansville, IN as shown in the figure 
below.  Note how the circular area is now defined. 
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c. You can further manipulate the area by either dragging the teardrop or entering exact 
coordinates in the lat/lon boxes.  You can also change the radius distance and a new 
boundary will be drawn on the map. 

d. Although you have defined the boundary, you still must select the areas within the circle 
that you want to include in your report.  Either click on the map, or select from the state 
list in the left hand column.  Only those areas in the shaded circular area will be included 
in the report.  Therefore, in the example below, only those areas in Indiana and Illinois 
that are within the circle will be included (the purplish shaded area).  If you want the 
entire circle included in the report, you must select all the relevant states or counties. 
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e. For this example we will also include Kentucky, but will not select those areas in 
Missouri and Tennessee that are also within the circular boundary.   

 

 
f. Click on Continue >> to go to Choose Survey Years. 

5. Select 2009 for the survey year for all 3 states.  Click on Continue >> to produce the report. 

 

  



 7 

6. Click on the Submit button to run the report. 

a. When the report is ready for display, check Customize report title… under General 
options, and customize the title to reflect the special circular retrieval.  Display the 
report for Forest land in HTML format. 

 

b. The report includes three separate tables for the individual states (remember that the 
reports are only based on the areas selected within the circular retrieval).  The final 
summary table includes the entire area within the circular boundary that was selected. 
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7. View report in Google Map Output. 

a. Select the Google Map output option.  

 

b. Select Filter row(s) from the Map options list, and check the box next to Select white 
oaks (25) 
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c. Click on display to view the map. 

 

d. The map displays the volume estimations by county (but note that partial county 
estimations are colored in for the whole county) 

8. Save the Report. 

a. Since you have worked so hard on this report, you may want to save it for future use.  
Saved reports can be further manipulated to include other filters, different regions, or 
other surveys. 

b. Saving a report is a two-step process.  First you save it to the active FIDO session (the 
report will then be available for use in the current session, but would be lost if you 
ended the FIDO program without completing the second step).  The second step is to 
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save the report in a configuration file that is stored on your PC and can be uploaded to a 
later FIDO session (more reports may be added to that same configuration file). 

c. To save the report in the active session. Click on the Save Active Retrieval menu bar. 

 

d. The template information appears.  Here you may choose to edit the report name, title, 
description, and author (go ahead, do it).  You can also direct FIDO to always stop at 
certain menus.  The default placement of the retrieval in the USER-DEFINED REPORTS 
category.  
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e. You may also choose to save the template in any of the other categories.  Click on the 
down arrow to view the other categories available for saving the template. 

 

f. Choose the default category, USER-DEFINED REPORTS, and then click on the Save 
Template button. 

 

g. You have completed the first step in saving a report.  To see what you have done, click 
on the Start New Retrieval button to go back to the first menu. 
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h. Look in the User-defined reports category to view your saved report (you may need to 
close the Tree volume reports list to get a good view). 

  

  



 13 

i. However, at this point, if you close your browser, or otherwise close the current FIDO 
session, your saved template will disappear into the internet ether.  For step 2, go back 
to the Save Active Retrieval menu and click on the Save Custom FIDO button. 

 

j. The following box appears.   

 

 

 

k. Click on Save.  The default filename is fido.xacfg.  Browse to the directory of your 
choice, and change the filename to something that makes sense to you.  Click on Save. 
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l. A message box may appear stating that the download is complete.  Click on Close. 

9. Reload a saved configuration file.   

a. End the current FIDO session.  There are several ways to do this – use your browser’s 
Back button, or click on the FIDO Home button, or you can close your browser and open 
a new window.  Choose your method (note, the first two are fastest). 

b. Go back and begin anther FIDO session, custom reports.  Click on the Browse button in 
the Add Custom File option to find your saved FIDO configuration.  
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c. Find your file and click on open. 

 

d. The file address will appear in the Add Custom File box.  Then click on Add Custom FIDO 
file. 

 

e. Lo and behold! – Your saved template is now available for selection. 


