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FIDO Navigation - Standard Reports 

 

The objective of this exercise is to familiarize the user with how to navigate FIDO Standard 

Report menus to create several basic FIA reports for one state. 

Red font indicates specific instructions for you to follow.  FIDO keywords are in boldface. 

 

Standard reports offer users the option to create several reports, all at one time, for a particular 

state or region, with or without filtering for specific criteria.  The reports can be printed and 

saved in PDF or CSV file formats. 

 

Users may want to refer to the FIADB Users Manual, which describes the Forest Inventory and 

Analysis Database structure and defines all the variables in the database.  The guide can be 

downloaded from links on the FIA Data Mart (direct link to the documentation: 

http://treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/37446).  FIDO reports are created using the FIADB. 

 

1) Start the FIDO application - From the FIA Data and tools page 

(http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/), click on the FIDO button (Forest Inventory Data 

Online) to go to the FIDO Welcome Page (http://apps.fs.fed.us/fido/). 

 

 

The home page provides a general overview of FIDO, and determines whether your computer 

has the appropriate software to run the application.  Check to make sure that the message: 

http://apps.fs.fed.us/fiadb-downloads/datamart.html
http://treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/37446
http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/
http://apps.fs.fed.us/fido/
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 “-- Your browser has the required software plugins to run this application --“  
appears in the Browser Check window, as in the above figure. 

 

a. If you get a message that your computer needs additional software, click on the link for 

instructions on installing software for FIDO.   

 

b. Even though you may have the proper software, you may still need to adjust your 

browser settings.  There is a document posted on the FIA Data and Tools page that 

provides more details for setting up your computer to run FIDO.  From the FIA Data and 

Tools page (http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/), click on the Training and Tutorials 

button, then select Instructions for installing software for FIDO. 

 

Once you are finished with all the setup instructions, you are now ready to run the FIDO 

application.   

 

1) From the FIDO welcome page, click on the FIA Standard Reports icon. 

 

 
 

2) This brings you to the Standard Report welcome screen.  Please take a moment and read 

through the information on the screen.   

 

 

http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/
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3) Click on the Begin Using Standard Reports icon to start the report.   

 

4) Layout of the FIDO tool site.  Every page has 3 main vertical sections 

 

a. The right hand column displays the various menus or tasks used in running a 

standard report.   

 

b. The left hand column contains selections that are dependent on which menu is 

currently running. 

 

c. The upper middle space is used to show the report output, provide information on 

the menus, and display maps for selecting the geographic area of your report. 

The lower middle space contains the FIDO Wizard, which displays a summary 

of the latest selections made, and direction about what steps need to be completed 

to create reports.   

The Continue>> button leads the user to the next step required to create a report.   

 

 

 
 

5) The first step is Define Region of Interest.  The Region of Interest refers to the 

county(s), state(s), or circular boundary on which your report is based.  Note that the 

Wizard states that this step is required in order to continue.   
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a. Selections can be made using the list on the left hand column or by using the map in 

the display window.  This demo will show you both options. 

 

1. Check the box next to Display Google Map to view map of the US. 

 

 
 

b. To get a larger view of the map, click on the Hide Wizard box 
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c. Use the navigation buttons on the left side of the map to adjust the view of the map.  

You can scroll the map 2 ways - either left click and hold the mouse button, or use the 

up, down, right and left arrow buttons.   

Zoom in and out by choosing a scale along the + to - line.   

And like every good Google map, Map, Satellite, Hybrid, and Terrain view options 

are available. 

 
d. Use these keys to zoom in on Michigan, and choose Terrain view. 

 

 
 



 6 

e. Click on Michigan on the State/County listing on the left column of the screen to view 

the Michigan FIA Survey Units and Counties list. What is displayed on the map? 

 

 
 

f. Click on single counties in Michigan to highlight some of the counties. 
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g. What happens to the Michigan county list on the left side of the screen?  

 

h. Click on the box next to Michigan state listing. - Now what is selected on the map? 

 
 

i. Click on the check box next to Michigan in the state list to deselect.  This will take 2 

clicks as the program cycles back to the few counties you initially selected. 

 

j. Close up the county selection list by clicking on Michigan again.  The county 

boundaries on the map should disappear. 

 

k. Click on Michigan and Wisconsin on the map to highlight the states without the 

county boundaries. 
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l. Uncheck the box next to Hide Wizard, and click Continue >> to go to the next step, 

Choose Reports.   
 

6) Choose Reports.  You can choose a variety of standard reports to be run in one FIDO 

session.   

(Note that the Wizard now shows that the Area of Interest is selected, and that Reports 

and Survey Years still need to be selected.) 

 

 
 

a. Click on Area Reports in the left hand column to view the list of pre-made 

templates that use area as the report unit. 
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b. You can view more information about each report by clicking on the report title.  

Click on the first report title and a description of the report appears in the Report 

Summary section. 

 

 

 

c. If you click on the box next to Area reports, you will see that all of the area 

reports are selected.  Users should be aware that choosing multiple reports slows 

down the report process.  Choose only what you really need – you can always go 

back and run the other reports.  DO NOT choose all the report groups at once 

(there are over 60 reports to choose from – if you try to run all 60, you may have 

to wait a long time to get your tables). 
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d. For this exercise, we will choose only one area report.  Click on the box to Area 

reports to unselect all the reports.   

Select one report, 2.6 - Area, in acres, by forest-type group and stand origin 

 

 

 

e. Choose one volume report.  Click on Volume reports to view the options 

available, and then choose 14.5 - Net volume of live trees (at leaset 5 inches 

d.b.h./d.r.c.), in cubic feet, by species group and diameter class 

 

 

f. Click on Continue>> to go to the Select Survey Years menu. 
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7) Select Survey Years.  The Wizard now shows that the only required step left is to 

choose Survey Years. 

 

 

a. If you click on the year in the Survey Years list, you will see what state data are 

available for that year.  You may choose multiple years for comparison of 

estimates. 
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b. Choose 2009 and 2004.  Click on the box next to those years, and all surveys 

within those years will be selected. 

 

c. Click on Continue>> to go the Set Filter Options menu  

 

8) Set Filter Options.  Selecting filters is optional and is not a required step to producing a 

report. 

 

Filters are used to limit reports to a subset of the data.  Land filters are related to 

condition class variables, (e.g. forest type, ownership, stand-size).  Tree filters are related 

to specific tree data variables (e.g. species, diameter, height. 

 

a. Choose the Private Ownership group filter.  This will restrict your report to 

private ownership lands. 
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b. Click on Continue>> to Submit/View Retrieval. 

 

9) Submit/View Retrieval. 

a. This is the final step needed to produce a report.  The Wizard shows all the 

selections made in the previous menus, and the Report Display indicates that 

your request is ready for submission.  

Click on Submit box to run your reports. 

 

 

b. Your report list will appear, and the buttons next to each report name will circle 

around while FIDO is running the report. 

 

c. When the reports are ready, the button by the last report is selected by default, and 

the various options for displaying a report appear.   

The default display options are Forest land (all sampled forest, including 

reserved areas and unproductive sites) and HTML output.  
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d. For this exercise, keep the defaults and click on the display button.  The report 

appears in the center of the screen. 
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e. To get a better view of the report, check the Maximize button in the upper right 

corner of the Report Display. 

 

 

f. There are 5 tables displayed in your report.  The first one is for the estimates for 

Michigan 2000-2004.  Scroll down to view the other reports.  The 4 reports are 

summarized in the last table on the bottom. 

 

g. Note the different colors of the values in the table output.  These indicate the 

range of percent sampling errors (black estimates have pse of 25% or less, green 

is 26-50%, and red is greater than 50%).  Move your cursor over any estimate to 

view the exact percent sampling error. 

 

h. Minimize the report window and select report 2.6, Area, in acres, by forest type 

group and stand origin.   

Keep the display options as is and click on display to view the report.   
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i. One way to save and view a report later is to copy the report and paste it into MS 

Excel. 

Click in the report window and use CTRL A to select all, then CTRL C to copy.   
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j. Open MS Excel and use CTRL V to paste the output. 

 

 

 

Congratulations!  You have just mastered all the basic navigational techniques you’ll need to 

create FIA reports.  Give yourself a pat on the back! 


